[Diagnostic criteria of multiple sclerosis: electrophysiological criteria].
We have made a review on the use of evoked potentials in multiple sclerosis (MS) for the past 30 years, in the diagnosis of MS, to disclose subclinical lesions or to assess atypical symptoms. Yet the role of evoked potentials in evaluation of multiple sclerosis has been changed since MRI is now widely and easily used for the diagnosis of MS. Evoked potentials are useful when symptoms are atypical without any objective impairment and when symptoms have already recovered at the time of clinical examination. Visual evoked potentials and somatosensory evoked potentials are widely used thanks to their diagnostic value and their ability to disclose spatial dissemination of multiple sclerosis. Evoked potentials have to be recorded in validated technical conditions such as to ensure reliability of data and have to be interpreted in reference to a population of healthy people recorded in the same conditions and in the same age range as MS patients.